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Purpose of Study
There is evidence to suggest that media consumption can affect the opinions and beliefs of members of the general public. The main purpose of this
study is to determine if watching crime and law enforcement-related television shows can affect people’s views about the criminal justice system.

Results

Research Question
Does watching crime shows
influence the audience’s view on
the criminal justice system?

Methods
An anonymous survey was sent
out to students via text message
or GroupMe. The participants
were also asked to send out the
survey to other people that they
knew in order to increase the
sample size.

Participants

Do you believe
television
shows affect
the way you
view police in
real life?

How much
time do police
officers devote
to solving
violent crimes?

How often do
FBI agents
investigate
serial killers?

How often do
the police
catch the
culprit of a
crime?

How accurate
is eyewitness
testimony?

Females are
fifteen times
more likely to
believe that
television
shows affect
the way you
view police
officers in real
life than men.

Men are six
times more
likely than
women to
believe that
police officers
devote more
time to solving
violent crimes.

Whites are
twice as likely
than other
races to
believe that
FBI agents
investigate
.
serial killers.

Non-criminal
justice majors
were five times
more likely to
believe that
the police
catch the
culprit of the
crime than
criminal justice
majors believe.

People who
watch more
television
shows are five
times less
likely to
believe that
eyewitness
testimony are
accurate.

Eighty-five undergraduates at the
University of Dayton started the
survey while sixty-five of them
finished the whole survey.

Questions
The questions that were asked
started off with demographic
questions like age, gender, race,
college major, and then asked
about TV viewing habits. Next,
there were fifteen questions about
basic misconceptions of the
criminal justice system that are
portrayed on crime shows.

Conclusion
The data show that television viewing habits do not necessarily influence people’s views of the criminal justice system. Instead, gender, race, and college
major were more often the significant predictors. However, despite these results, there was still little evidence that television or other factors played a role
since only 5 of the 15 question shows an effect. Overall, there appears to be little association between what people watch and what they believe.

